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Upcoming 

Meeting 

Preview 

 
Our President, Alex 

Bello, will be leading 

an important 

discussion at our 

upcoming meeting as 

we begin preparations 

for our Annual Show 

coming up in May. 

With just two months to go, now is the perfect time to start getting your plants show ready! 

 

Alex will share insights on the show rules, judging categories, and tips on how to prepare your plants 

so they look their best on the show table. Whether you’re a seasoned exhibitor or thinking about entering 

a plant for the first time, this will be a helpful and informative session. 

 

Since our meeting falls on March 17th, we’ll also be celebrating St. Patrick's Day with a festive 

potluck dinner. Please consider bringing a dish to share to help make the evening extra special for 

everyone. 

 

    Location: Fairchild Tropical Botanic Garden – Corbin A 

      Time: Meeting begins promptly at 7:30 PM 

 

We look forward to a fun and informative evening as we get ready for the big show! 

http://www.bssf-miami.org/


 

 

Your Bromeliad Society Membership Is Due 

It’s renewal time! Please don’t forget to see Patty if you are ready to renew your membership for 2026. Your 

Bromeliad Society membership is important to us, as it helps support our operating costs and future planning. 

Membership Rates: 

• Single Membership: $30 

• Dual Membership: $40 

Payment Options: 

Memberships may be paid by credit card, cash, or check. 

Thank you for your continued support—we truly value your membership and involvement in our Society 

 
ÂƖĲƚŔĬĲŰƣќƚН~ĲƚƚċŊĲ 

 
As we look ahead to our next meeting, we 

will begin preparations for our most 
important event of the year—our ŰŰƨċũН
ÉőŸƽНŔŰН~ċǃ. This event is a wonderful 

opportunity to share our passion for 
bromeliads with the community and 

recruit new members to join our society. 
 

To make this event a success, we will need 
volunteers—so it will truly be ċũũНőċŰĬƚрŸŰН
ĬĲĦť. We especially encourage our new 
members to get involved and consider 

entering plants in the show. 
 

If you have bromeliads you are thinking 
about entering, please bring them to the meeting. We’ll be happy to answer 

questions and share tips on the ins and outs of preparing them for the show. We look 
forward to working together to make this year’s show a great success.  

 
                                                                           - Alex Bello 
 



 

fŰН~ĲůŸƖǃНŸŉН]ĲŸƖŊĲНuċƣƚċƖċƚ 
 
I would like to extend a heartfelt thank 
you to our Bromeliad Society and its 
members for supporting my family during 
the difficult time of losing my father, 
George Katsaras. I truly appreciate all the 
calls, texts, and kindness you showed us. 
The beautiful bromeliad planter meant so 
much to our family made by Hospitality, 
Denise Karman on behalf of BSSF. 
I would also like to give a special thank 

you to Mike 
Michalski and Patty Gonzalez. When I gave them a small budget, they 

somehow managed to fill my 

car with bromeliads and orchids 
fitting for a king for the memorial. When I asked them if I owed 
them more, they simply said no. That generosity meant more 
than I can express. 
 
Your kindness helped make the memorial truly special, and I 
made sure everyone there knew the beautiful arrangements were 
thanks to the Bromeliad Society of South FL. I also want to thank 
those who attended and helped make the day so meaningful.  
 
 
With sincere gratitude, 
Tina Katsaras Severson and Family 

/ƻƻƪƛŜǎ aŀŘŜ ōȅ 5ŜƴƛǎŜ ϧ bƛŎƻƭŜ 
YŀǊƳŀƴ 



 

 

fŰНĦċƚĲНòŸƨН~ŔƚƚĲĬНfƣаНН
9ƖĲċƣŔƻĲН ŔŊőƣНƽŔƣőН
uŸťĲĬċůċН–  
*Ə lŋŚħ hļƈļŬůşŚ 

 
§ƨƖНƖĲĦĲŰƣНůĲĲƣŔŰŊНƽċƚНċН
ƽŸŰĬĲƖŉƨũНĲƻĲŰŔŰŊНǯũũĲĬНƽŔƣőН
ĦƖĲċƣŔƻŔƣǃЯНũĲċƖŰŔŰŊЯНċŰĬН
ĦŸůůƨŰŔƣǃНƚƓŔƖŔƣЮН?ĲŰŔƚĲН
uċƖůċŰНċŰĬНÉċŰĬǃНÅŸƣőНũĲĬНċŰН
ĲŰŊċŊŔŰŊНuŸťĲĬċůċНìŸƖťƚőŸƓН
ƓƖĲƚĲŰƣċƣŔŸŰЯНŔŰƻŔƣŔŰŊНůĲůĤĲƖƚН
ƣŸНŊĲƣНƣőĲŔƖНőċŰĬƚНĬŔƖƣǃНċŰĬН

ĲǂƓũŸƖĲНƣőĲНċƖƣНŸŉНƣőŔƚНƨŰŔƕƨĲНƓũċŰƣНĬŔƚƓũċǃЮ 
 
[ŸƖНƣőŸƚĲНŰĲƽНƣŸНŔƣЯНťŸťĲĬċůċНŔƚНċНsċƓċŰĲƚĲН
ŊċƖĬĲŰŔŰŊНƣĲĦőŰŔƕƨĲНƣőċƣНƣƖċŰƚũċƣĲƚНƣŸНљůŸƚƚН
ĤċũũЮњНfŰƚƣĲċĬНŸŉНċНƣƖċĬŔƣŔŸŰċũНƓŸƣЯНƣőĲНƓũċŰƣќƚН
ƖŸŸƣƚНċƖĲНƽƖċƓƓĲĬНŔŰНƚŸŔũНċŰĬНĦŸƻĲƖĲĬНƽŔƣőН
ůŸƚƚЯНŉŸƖůŔŰŊНċНŰċƣƨƖċũНƚƓőĲƖĲНƣőċƣНĦċŰНĤĲН
ĬŔƚƓũċǃĲĬНŸŰНċНĬŔƚőНŸƖНƚƨƚƓĲŰĬĲĬНċƚНċНőċŰŊŔŰŊН
ƓũċŰƣЮНfƣќƚНċНĤĲċƨƣŔŉƨũНċŰĬНċƖƣŔƚƣŔĦНƽċǃНƣŸН

ƚőŸƽĦċƚĲНƓũċŰƣƚНƽőŔũĲН
ĦŸŰŰĲĦƣŔŰŊНƽŔƣőНŰċƣƨƖĲЮ 
 



 

§ƨƖНĬŔƖĲĦƣŸƖЯНÂċƣƣǃН]ŸŰǍċũĲǍЯНƚőċƖĲĬНőĲƖНƣőŸƨŊőƣƚНŸŰН
ƣőĲНĲƻĲŰŔŰŊа 
џxċƚƣЮŰŔŊőƣЮƽċƚЮċЮŊƖĲċƣЮƚƨĦĦĲƚƚдЮfЮĤĲũŔĲƻĲЮƣőċƣЮ
ĲƻĲƖǃĤŸĬǃЮĲŰŢŸǃĲĬЮƣőĲЮőċŰĬƚцŸŰЮƓƖŸŊƖċůдЮÉċŰĬǃЮċŰĬЮ
?ĲŰŔƚĲЮĬŔĬЮċЮŊƖĲċƣЮŢŸĤдЮ§ƨƖЮŰĲƽЮéŔĦĲЮÂƖĲƚŔĬĲŰƣеЮÂċůеЮƖċŰЮ
ƣőĲЮůĲĲƣŔŰŊЮƻĲƖǃЮƽĲũũдЮÑőĲЮƽőŸũĲЮĤŸċƖĬЮƚƣĲƓƓĲĬЮƨƓЮċŰĬЮ
őĲũƓĲĬЮŸƨƣЮƽőĲƖĲƻĲƖЮŰĲĲĬĲĬдЮuƨĬŸƚЮƣŸЮĲƻĲƖǃŸŰĲдЮ
~ĲůĤĲƖƚЮƽĲƖĲЮċũƚŸЮƻĲƖǃЮőĲũƓŉƨũдЮ§ŉĲũŔċЮĤƖŸƨŊőƣЮƓũċŰƣƚЮ
ƣŸЮĬŸŰċƣĲеЮċŰĬЮ~ŔťĲЮƚőċƖĲĬЮőŔƚЮťŰŸƽũĲĬŊĲЮŸŉЮƓũċŰƣƚдЮ
]ƖĲċƣЮůĲĲƣŔŰŊдѠ 
 
ĬĬŔŰŊНƣŸНƣőĲНŉƨŰЯНÉċŰĬǃу
ƽőŸНċũƽċǃƚНůċťĲƚНƚƨƖĲНŰŸН
ŸŰĲНũĲċƻĲƚНőƨŰŊƖǃуőĲũƓĲĬН

ĦƖĲċƣĲНċНŉĲƚƣŔƻĲНљxŸƻĲ[ĲƚƣњНƣőĲůĲĬНŊċƣőĲƖŔŰŊНƽŔƣőН
ƓũĲŰƣǃНŸŉНĬĲũŔĦŔŸƨƚНŉŸŸĬЮН?ĲŰŔƚĲНƓƖĲƓċƖĲĬНƓƨũũĲĬНƓŸƖťЯН
ÉċŰĬǃНŸƖĬĲƖĲĬНċНƣƖċǃНŸŉНĦőŔĦťĲŰЯНċŰĬНƚĲƻĲƖċũНŰĲƽН
ůĲůĤĲƖƚНĦŸŰƣƖŔĤƨƣĲĬНĬŔƚőĲƚНċƚНƽĲũũЮНÑőĲНƖĲƚƨũƣНƽċƚНċН

ƽŸŰĬĲƖŉƨũН
ƚƓƖĲċĬНƣőċƣН
ĲƻĲƖǃŸŰĲН
ĲŰŢŸǃĲĬЮ 
 
ÑőĲНůĲĲƣŔŰŊН
őċĬНċНŉƨũũН
őŸƨƚĲЯНċŰĬН
ŸƨƖНŰĲƽНéŔĦĲНÂƖĲƚŔĬĲŰƣЯНÂċůЯНĬŔĬНċН
ŉċŰƣċƚƣŔĦНŢŸĤНũĲċĬŔŰŊНƣőĲНĲƻĲŰŔŰŊЮНìŔƣőН
ŊƖĲċƣНŉŸŸĬЯНőċŰĬƚрŸŰНĦƖĲċƣŔƻŔƣǃЯНċŰĬН
ůĲůĤĲƖƚНƓŔƣĦőŔŰŊНŔŰНƣŸНőĲũƓЯНŔƣНƣƖƨũǃН
ƽċƚНċНŉƨŰНċŰĬНůĲůŸƖċĤũĲНŰŔŊőƣНŉŸƖНċũũЮ 
 



 

7ĲЮƚƨƖĲЮƣŸЮĦőĲĦťЮŸƨƣЮƣőĲЮƓőŸƣŸƚЮĤĲũŸƽЮƣŸЮƚĲĲЮĲƻĲƖǃŸŰĲѢƚЮĤĲċƨƣŔŉƨũЮťŸťĲĬċůċЮ
ĦƖĲċƣŔŸŰƚйН       



 

9ŸůůƨŰŔƣǃНEƻĲŰƣƚа 
  
  

 
March 14 & 15, 2026  
10:00 a.m. -5:00 p.m. 
General admission included ● Members get FREE tickets   

Step into a Botan ical Wonderland  

Each spring, Orchids in Bloom transforms Fairchild into a multisensory celebration of 
color, fragrance, and conservation. With over 150,000 blooming orchids, world -class 
exhibits, captivating cultural performances, and hands -on science for all ages, this 
two-īĉǇțņıƟƦŐǀĉŦțŐƟțŷŮıțŷņțÒŷƫƦōțZŦŷƙŐīĉșƟțŭŷƟƦțĉŮƦŐĥŐƖĉƦıīțƟƖƙŐŮŇțıǆƖıƙŐıŮĥıƟț. 

öōıƦōıƙțǇŷƫșƙıțĉŮțŷƙĥōŐīțĥŷŦŦıĥƦŷƙǸțĉțǁııţıŮīțǁĉŮīıƙıƙǸțŷƙțĉțņĉŭŐŦǇțŦŷŷţŐŮŇțņŷƙțĉŮț
unforgettable day out, Orchids in Bloom offers an experience like no other.  

 



 

 

Save the Date: April 2026 BSI World Conference  
The 2026 BSI World Conference (WBC) will take place from April 14ï18 at the Hilton 

Hotel in Costa Mesa, California. 

Plan your visit to Costa Mesa, located in Orange County, which was recently named the 

Fourth Safest City in California. Notably, eight of the top ten safest cities in the state are 

in Orange County. 

Travel is convenient with John Wayne Airport (SNA) just three miles from the venue, 

and Los Angeles International Airport (LAX) approximately 42 miles away. 

For the latest updates and information, please visit the official conference website: 

https://www.bsi.org/new/conference-corner/ 

 

 

 

 

 

https://www.bsi.org/new/conference-corner/


 

 



 

 

 

CǊƻƳ ǘƘŜ 9ŘƛǘƻǊΥ {ƘŀǊŜ ¸ƻǳǊ 9ȄŎƛǝƴƎ /ƻƳƳǳƴƛǘȅ 9ǾŜƴǘǎΗ 
 

Do you know about an upcoming community event that our members 

would enjoy? If so, weéd love to hear from you! Please send me the details, 

along with any photos or links, for inclusion in our upcoming Advisories. 

 

While we are particularly interested in events related to botanical gardens, 

plants, and horticulture, we welcome submissions on any topic that might 

be of interest to our members. Whether it's a local workshop, garden tour, 

or any exciting community event, your input is always appreciated. 

 

To ensure your event makes it into our next issue, please send the 

information to me at least a week before our meetings. I always strive to 

highlight events that I think our members will find exciting, but your 

contributions will make itch even better! 

 

Looking forward to hearing from you! 

 
 

Tina Severson  

 


