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LEMIEUX ISHOOKED ON PLANTS

Ray Lemieux is aSaasda harticulturalig who lived in
-, Sarasota, @w inteested incryptanthus met
Linda Cahart a Tropifloraand found hmself
“hooked.” The hobbygrew into profession.
He has worked & Tropiflora for years. Jim
Irvin  presented Ray Lemieuz with
Orthoplytum leme Hope he brings sane
terrestrials for our meting along with the

7 \
Orthophytum
lemei show.
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President’s Message
by Robert Megr

Time has comeo reflect that the heaof the
year means a fewv things — értlizer and
pollination. We ae blessed to va& Alan
Hemdon andCraig Morell deliver to the
advisoryarticles whichaddress these summer
issues in complete ddtaperhapsmore than
the avera@ cardener ould digest, but never
more than cur membe's could want.

The erichment of their insidht cannot be
overlodked as edt has deades ofhands-on
experience Acoompanied wh their respective

horticdtural degrees, their repective
knowledge is both honored ard obsrved with

gred seriousness in the commtygies) of
plants.

Alan will belecturing at the upcoming Word

Confereice in Nev Orleans. Craig has
lecturad extensivelyn Southen Floridawhele

his boad expertise has be reuested by
amost all saieties in out region — palms,

orchids and lmmeliadsare but a éw of the
areas wheae he is ackowledged & a
knowledgableleade.

Alan has &eady deliveral a secondrticle on
the issue of the pollination, ard Craig, through
implication ofthe title he delivezd as part 1"
, assumingly will also bless this publication
with a seond article

Seeds the Easy Way
by Alan Hendon (Parl of 2)

For thevastmgority of cultivated bromdiads
cross mllination is required to obtan viable
seeds. Therosses ca be eithebe betwen
two sepaate dones of thesame speies or
plans d two different gecies. In Sauth
Florida we @t some non-distninating
padlinator sevice provided by various insects
that visit bromeliad flowersof nedar and,
espeally, byhummingbirds ineason, butgqu
really need to carry out the gosse yourself if
you want to ensure a paticular resut.

Severdcomnonly cutivatedspecies, howewg
produce massive amounts of viable esk
withoutanyeffort onyour part. These speaes
are identified by thefact that dl, or nearly dl,
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availablefruits mature and produceable sed
and the seeds produce plats identical in
appeaane to the pant. Theseplants may
actudly bepdlinated without any extemd hep
_ the pollination just takes placevithin the
flower. The structure ahe flower s such that
pollen is deposited on the stw at the
approprate time whether a pofiator is preent
or nat. It isworth notingtha many bromdiads
paticularly species in thegenus Aedimeaand
Neoregeliahave thestigma placel right in the
middleof the ring ofanthes. I the absece of
sdf-incompatibili ty, theseplantscan hardly fail
to pollinate thansdves. In aher ecies, it is
not even necessay to have pollination within
the flowe. Cells within the ovay (more
precisdy _ within theovules)develop into fully
functional seds without the need for apyllen.
Thereis no practichdifferencebetwea seds
producedby the different possible mehods 0
| refer to them all as self-seed for smplicity.

Sone plantsregularly produce tie mature fruit
and viade wdals, but the seals have a high
probability of bang hybrid and will usudly
produce seedlings that differ in several ways
from the sed mrent. $ecies of Dyckia are
espea@lly notorious irthis respect_most of the
fruits on a bloominglantproduceviable sed,
but much of it results from unplarheroses
with other blooming Dyckia plants in the
neighbarhood. Manyspecis of Aedimeaalso
show a ged realiness to cross with other
blooming plants. lmour colledions, the goup
of spetes close toAedimea blanchi#ana
produceatleastafew fruits with viable seg as
a result ofrandom cross-pollinatiore/ely year
Speces of Aedimeasubgenus Ortgiesia also
frequently produce a few to mary fruits with
viable seds. lam g@ingto ignorethesefor the
time beingand conentrde on plantghat meet
the deinition for self-seding gven above

Both spetes of Aanthostachy in our
collections réably produceself-sed. The
seeds ofAcanthostachys gctairnioides are
particulaly satisfyng to wok with (onceyou
have atraded them from theatherdangerous
tange of spines & the baseof theplant) due to
their large s$ze. The large ®els produce large
seedling that arable to tolertelessthan ideal
cultural ®nditions. This makes them an
excellentchoicefor anyperson who would like
to start a cieea growing bromeliads fom seed.



Self-seding speies ofAedimeawere among
the mod widely spead kromdiads in
cultivation duringthe 150's and 1968.
Aechmea angudifolia was me of these early
specis. The bluedor displayed bymature ,
seed-bearingfruit was frequently noted inearly
ads. Sincelbof the fruit containedeeds, they
all eventudly turned blue. have gown seds
from thisspecies seveal times in the past. The
resuting sedallings resanble the paentsin dl
respets.

Aechmea bracteataproduce flowelrs with very
small sepals and tEs _ freuently an
indicator that pollinators are not el and
not welcome All of thefl owers produce seeds,
and weoccaionally have sedlings cone up
from seds digpeased by birds All of these
seedling, so far, hae bea of the lage, bridt
green clone that wa prevéent in cultivation
duringthe 197®. Idon’'t know whethe the
other dones now in cultivabn behave
similarly, althoudn Aedhmea bracteata pacifica
does produce seedsfrom al available flowers.
If you are interested in trying your hand with
this species, thedits are vey dark and shiny
at maturity

Aechmea cagelnavii, Aechmea pubeseensand
Aedman tillandsioides arethreemore of the
self-seeding species that were grown widely.
Aechmea cagelnavii fruits reman some shade
of white during and through maurity. You
may nat notice any changes wntil they are well
pad maturity and beg to turn brown. Seeds
of this species are rige and asy to gow.
Aechmea pubescens and Aedimea
tillanddoides have fuit that turn blue at
maturity.

Aechmea brevicollis was first introduced into
cultivation hereduringthe mid-197@®. kturns
out that the species is had to maintan in
southernFlorida through normal vegtative
propa@tion. Howeve it is quite @asyto grow
from the automatically produced seds

Aechnea egleiana is apparently still rare in
cultivation despite theforts of the gng at
Tropiflora. When | got a blooming specimen
last year, | unexpectedlyound that all flowers
appe&ed to produe sed-filled fruit. There
was only a smdl change in the color of the
fruits as theyeached maturity Seedling from
the plant are growing well and have the
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appeaance expectedromself-sed, butarenot
yet large enough to confirm tha they will
replicae the orignal parat.

We cannot gow most speci of Billbergia
subgenus Helicodea in the Miami areavithout
heroic eff orts o provideasutable environment,
but one of thedw speiesthat do gow wdl for
us alsgproduces copiousamounts of seleed.
Billbergia kuhlmannii produces krilli ant, short-
lived, pendant inflorecences. Fruits turn an
orang-yellow at maturityand each antains
dozens of larg seds. Theseasis the cae of
all the largg bromdéiad seeds, r@ good for the
begnner.

At least onelone ofCanistropsis billkergioides
seems D produce sdf-seedsreadily. The fruits
arelargely concaled within the stiff brets of
the nflores@nse, butgu can still see thetops
turn oran@ at matuty. Since Ihave not made
a particular study of Canidropss fruits, | may
well beoverlookingother ¢ones or spaes that
produceself-sed.

Most species ofNeoregelia require cross-
pollination to produce seks. Howeve
Neoregelia pascoalinaa rather large species,
always producs viable seedsl havent grown
any of these eadily availableseeds #gt, so |
cant verify that the sess produceeplices of
the paert. If anyof you have gown the seds
out, pleaselet usknow theresuts.

We can onlygrow 2 spetes ofPuyain southern
Floridg but ame of thee, Puya mrabilis,
produces thousands of sedfplicaing seds
every time it blooms. These are paticularly
rewarding seeds to grow because, even though
they are small, theresulting seedlings grow
extremelyrapidly. Startingfrom seeds, gu can
get blooming plants in underyear

Many specie of Tillandsia produce seed
without pollination. You cannot pass by a
collection of plantsvithoutseeinga puffball of
seeds recently erupted from an od
inflorescence. Inthecaseswhereall flowersin
the infloresence appea to have producel
capsuls, these & probaly self-sed. The
following is a very incompletelist of self-
seeding  species: Tillandsia balbisana
Tillandga fasciculata, Tillandsia fetucoides
Tillandda gardneri, Tillandsa pruinosa
Tillandsia setaced illandsia streptocarpand



Tillandsia utriculata.

Ursuaea ncvaughii (andUrsulaea tutenss)
were moved fom Aecmeato ther own genus
in 1994. The frus from evey flower of
Ursulaea ncvaughii produce viable seeds
They tum yellow a maurity and are easy to
grow.

Self-sed is notsocommon amonghe spees
of Vriesea, but it does seem to occ A
Vriesea proera tha bloomed for me last
summer apped to poduceseeddrom evey
flower, and seveal of theseedgierminatel on
the plant. Some of thegwelting sedlings ae
still alive, s0 | should have the oportunity to
find out whetherthey replicde the peent
eventudly. If youhave sen otherspecis that
appea to produceseeds om evey flower,
pleasdet us know.

Onre nate of warning beore you rush out to

plant seeds _ theltmmarginded form of
Aechmea tillandsioides producs viable segs

as well as any other clone; the seedlings,

however, are incapable of pwducing
chlorophyi. Without chlorophyll, the

seadlings aegoingtodie as s@nas the sypply

of food paked intathe sed is exhausted. You
canexpectanyother dbomargnate broméad

tha produces seeds without pollination to act

the s@ame way. In fad, seeds fm

albomarginate bromeliads seem to adways

producechlorophyless seedling, even \ken

crossé with nonvarigated plants, sooy had
best resign yourself to produag pups br

vecetative divisionsas the only way of

propagating swch gecies.

The Basics of Fertilizing Plants
Part 1- Organics
by Craig Moréll

Over the last seval yeas as a areer
horticulturist, I've leameda great mary things
about fertilizers, some of which are confusing,
some bad, red some reelations. Ve found
that manypeople don't
know much about

usnn fertilizer, and have
even less nterest D
know. In speaking

about the topic, 've

seen the same
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confusion on people’s faces & Idowhen people
talk about vitamins, diets, and nutrition. In both
venues, everyone is right when he taks about
which product woks for him. h both venues
there are “Miracle Qures ' and organic-is-
natural-and-greenversus synthetic-is-beter-
and-mae accurate Let me tryto unwind same
of the miscongations aboutédrtilizers, which |
know beter than | do diets. This is a
complicated tke, with manyanswes and gen
more qustions. t would be the sme as tring
to pen a sinig aticle about diets fopeople,
with the sam end results. Perhaps evcan
publish severgiecesof this tomepnepieceat
atime. There are some basics to think about in
both or@nic and synthetic fetilizers thereare
slow-release and quick-releaseversion of bath
venues.

Neitherorganic noisynthetic is “betterthan the
other. Your confort level bankaccount, interes
in learning data about products, plant type,
media ype ,avdlable time, and shopping
abilities will all factor into which productsou
use. ( se, Isaid fetilizer was like a die)

Organic vs Sythetic. —With all he fuss bout
“going geea”, organic frtilizers would seem
like anaura candidate for our fertili zer nesds
Ore thing tha organic products hae in
comnon overdl is that hey are slow-release
fertilizers. there are of couse, some @d-
releaseproducts. Rose growers swear by organic
products, as do mamgnues in horticulturd-or
bromeliad ad orchid gowers, howeve the
needs are different, given therr often-epiphytic
nature or at leat a faity low-demand nature as
opposdal to sa, vegetables a roses. Organic
fertilizers ofen havdow analges, suchs dried
blood, manures, sea kelp, or fishemulsion. All
of these wek, but therehavent been many
clinica controlled trials of theseproduds.

It woud beterrific if abromdiad grower with

lots of plants and lots of spatiene and space
could conducsometrialsas b howNeoregelias
or Aechmeas react to sea veed ertilizer versus
a synthetic product . (It's the lots of plants/

spacel time part that ssems to be thholdup).
Many organic poducts arenitrogen-iich, and
not so mudh potassum+ich, which sems o

have moe importane in produtg stron@r

leaves and roots.

Balancal rose éttilizers ae efective when use



as a soil incorpa@tion in bromeliads,iglding
a sdid plant tha doesnt ove-grow its
potential.| speakfrom experiencein sayng
that | often over-fead my plants ever month,
yielding gigantic stafish-shgped plants with
few leaves, and mesly blooms. Some loca
growers fertilize their plants on a leap-year
program, and they have neat, drcular plants
with dazzling leaf numbers, and sureally
colordl inflores@nces. Orchid gowe's have
similar tales to tel, with a more-light, less-
fertilizer regme \elding strongr plants.

To curb my penchant for over-feeding plants,
I've expeimented with several packaged rose
fertilizers applied to the soil surface. All have
worked wdl, and myrhizomatous begorsa
love the treatment. In fact, so do my ferns,
terrestrial orchids, palms, and most eything
else. BRit, as a man ofscience, with an
inquisitve mind, Icant helpbut wonder at
exadly the plants are getting from these
shaman-mixes of félizers.

One thing that I've noticed quickly is that
high-demand plants— like understory pams —
run short on iron, magsgim,and mangnese
which ae often absent in omgnic blends. |
know seveal strict veetaians who have
similar diet poblems, with protein and same
trace metds being in shot syply. Sane
organic mateals like silphate-ofpotash a
qute pdent and dmost ingant release
products, and rezl to be used sparilyg—very
gparingly. I've killed manyplants with SOP
when it's used too strohg or to often
without adequatewater to dissolve and
distribute it.

For lromdiads mixing sane bone meal (

abait 11% phosphorous) into the soil, dong

with dried bbod and a smhamount of SOP
will yield some handsome plantspdayou

won't neal to fertilize plants for seval

morths A larger quantity of these maerials,

along with ground alfdfa is a marvelous
combinaton for Angel's Trumpés or many
other floweing plants. h this scenao, I've

used about 30 pounds of this nor matue

Angel’s trumpes ( Brugmansia hirids) and
theresults wer@npressive; the plants flowed

shortly afteward, loadel with flowers. e

found little comparisan in the synthetic

products wad.
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It's possible that stumbled on the old conge
that or@nic fertilizers suppress nmatodes
which badlyaffect Bugmansias. Withouthe
nemaodes pressue on the roots the plants
popped into flowerlt's a farly priceyfix, but
the results were wrth it. Many old-guard
growes still usemanureeas, worntasting, or
compog. Theseall work, if youhavethetimeto
producethem. Ispeak for myself, but Im not
going to m&e manureteaherein Miami in a
suburban area, with a police officer living next
door. Worm castigs and manyEarthbased
products ae all good hbut to an unpredictable
degee

Given our nutritionally bankrupt soil, we can
use allthe or@nics wecan gt into the soil, but
thesearetime cnsumingMulch works wdl for
this ideal, and highly reaommend mulch as
long & it isn't Ficus or one of theoft-wood
wedl specis.

Making a bdanced water-sduble organic
fertilizer suitable dr foliar application is a lot
tougher than using a ground-application mix.
Trying to find good souwces d soluble
phosphorous and potassium is a challenge. In
my view, manybromeliads nek some bit of
phosphorous and potassium, and less nitrogen
than manypeople think.

Many of the béter controlled relese bromeliad
fertilizers (CRFs)havean andysis of 10-4-14,
a bit diffeent than the iconi@0-20-20 ofthe
last 4 cccades. This padigm shift awayfrom
nitrogen is goad for plants but tough to enable
with organics.This food-shift is also beniefal
for orchid culture whee reent eseach ha
shown that lowenitrogen levéds are b#er for
orchid floweing than preiously thought.

| have not dund a god organic soure for
potassium, sodhed and use potassium nitrate.
Great stuff ! Bven used solo, inakes forgood-
looking plants and wha combined with equa
amounts of Epsom Salt, itakes aedly good
foliar fertilizer ( just not orgaic).
Unfortundely, as so often thease potassium
nitrate is rot readily available. OFE in West
Kenddl sells snall bags of it, which | use at the
same ree as fegular” watersoluble fetilizer.

Therearenumerous orgnic poducts, without
the regimented testingthat ges with the



synthetic stuff. The swythetic fetilizer
information situation is soewhd better gven
the numerous neeries in the statdat gow
the same Jants we w, with more
predidabe results. Your esults at home may
be fantasticwith organics, but a ngerynan
who gows a millionGuzmaniasmay not be
able to economically produce his plants with
the more expesve and less pedictable
organic poducts.Try a fev produds in your
garden and seavhathappens. t's fairly risk-
free, geen technolog and the esults may
surprise pu.

In CaseYou Missed It
by Robert Megr

Marina Tendler delivered her photo-intensive
show about how brontiad showsarehandled
south of the borde

Among the photographs were amazing displays

of interior and exterior landscpes d her home
country utilizing wood and rok and other
naturd materials. Thelants, simiar but not
identicd to what wehave in oumeck ofthe

woods, are colorful paintings againd the

usuallybrown and gey palletsof the naturh
materids to which manyareaffixed.

The shows aber homecountry aremore than
just one arrangement and several sdes tales.
Like the ordid world shows, small booths are
made bythe mrticipants in which both the
plant's mderial and the purweyor's artistic
talent merge to create beautiful adornments
within small, butnot tiny, setings. Often
these aangements wee what appeaito be 8
X 8 foot rooms, or lager, and the number of
plantsused had to exceed hundredsto properly
fill the spacewith the artistic talent of the
participants.

If people get excited enough about this display,
maybe wecan &k Marina to provide such a
setting in our anual show n the future as
some spacwvill be availablewith the loss of
the Nat Déeon tables.

Fosters Living Legacy
by Alan Hendon

Mulford Fosterwasa prodigous collector ad
promoter of dl things bromeliad. Starting
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largely with his trip to Bradi in 1939, he
brought many manyspecis to the attention of
sdentistsfor thefirst time As such, hewas in
_ a position to have his name
M bestowed on nmy very
B beautiful plants. More than
il afev ofthese have mained
in cultivation over theyears,
and serveas a livinglegacy
. of Foder's dforts. Please
% note hat | am conentrding
on the plants with the
specificepithet fosteana ¢
um, -. Thee are many
other plants (think of the genus Fosterellafor
startes) named in honor of both MulforeBter
and his wife, Raine.

To ourgred sorow, some of the most batful
plantsnamed for Foster are not so e&sgow
underour southern Ierida conditions.Vriesea
fosterianais acasein point. One of the mog
beautiful Vrieseaspeciesin terms of foliag,
this plant is dstressinty easyto kill when given
the same treatment as mast other speimensin
our collegions. h particula, Vriesea fosteriana
is verysusceptible to root rot and steot when
grown in pots. fl you are able to protet the
plant from the torrential downpours wean
expect duringthe summer(growing it under
cover, for instance), it does fine in pot culture.
Unfortunately, the plart can become quite large
(to at lest 3 feetaaossin some clones), so a
plant in a pot tends to sty where it was
originally placel. That beingo, yu might as
well plant your baly in the groum. Be
absolutely sue your planting site is well
drainal. If you areunfortunateenoudp to have
propety whete you might gt sandingwaterfor
a dayor more _ een if only at intervds of
seveal yeas _ build a hill & sand (or other
quick-draning soil) and plat your Vriesea
fosterianaon top. Or, if yu happen to he
raised plater bels around gur house in a
sutable location, fill them with the quick-
draining sal and plantyour Vrieseathee. It is
worth notingthatyouwill actuallyhavea better
view of thefoliage if it is raised above gound
level.

Aedmea fosteriang another instructivease.
| have &least 3 sepate cbnes Theygrow
pefectly wdl if they are pu immediatelyinto
trees. Attempts to growhemin pots, however,



are na unformly swcessul. Again, this
species issusaeptibleto root rot and stem rot in

pot aulture. h addition, offsets of this spes
are attachd to the pamet by large, strong
stdons. As often & rot, these stdons will

head dow into your pot and dislodg the
parent before you areready. In samecasesit

is avantageous to have these plants in pots
because you can gow them more quickly if

theycan edal throudh the roots, but thelpok
goodontreesand growrapidlyenoudp without
soil for most purposes You can also pw
themeasilyin hanging basketsith little or no
sal.

Cryptanhus fosteianus shares the sane
aversion to od, dry winds thet virtudly al
Cryptanthusdo. Unless you can grow them in
a shétered aeathat is heated
(or more-or-less dtached to

your house), the only way to

keepthemlookinggood during
the winter months is to mov
them inside whener the

temperature threatens to

approah 40F

Some speiesnamed 6r Foster
are easyto grow in southerr
Florida and are widespread in

local collections. Canistum

fosterianum a species with

dark crosshands (Similar in

overdl appeaanceto Aedimea
fosteriang, is easily grown

either in pots or on trees It |
must be saidhoweve, that the
more recently described Canidrum siddlii is
more dtractive tha Canistum fosterianum
Dyckia fosterianawith its verysilvery leaves
and impressive B spines B0 giows well.

Orthophytum fosteanumis aspecial casein

many ways. Hrst,it was rot more atractivein

any respect than dready desaibed ecies in

the ggenus. Second, thipscies was degided

on an incared basis (an almostomplete lak

of flowers) due to misunderstandintpe
pattens of varnation possible in the
Orthophytum dijunctumcomplex. Anyway,

all of the similar members tfie complex gow

well hee. Itishard to taim, howeverthat we
can idetify what plantsin our colletions

should be déed Orthophytum fosterianum

“My Forest Falk in Virgin Valley™
B Posems of Tha ot Diarosf s ey

MULFORD B, FOSTER, Bl Bidgs Hatarist
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None of the other spaes that fdls under
consideration here is gown to awy extert in
southern orida. Karl Green has a plat labeled
Portea fosterianabut it has noshown much
interest in gowing over theyeass, and itwill be
impossible to verify the identity before it
flowers.

From published information on naural habitat,
it appears tha Guzmania fosteriangrom
Ecuador and Pitcairnia foseriana from
Columba might be abé to gow in the Miami
area, but lam not awee of anyplarns in local
collections. Hedhtia foserianafrom Mexico,
Puya fosterianafrom Bolivia and Tillandga
fogeri from Eaador possildy just a form of
Tillandda demissg all come from high
elevaions, and would be Uikely to survive
more than a short time in
southern Forida.

A
Leckare

SURFRESE

Eairtlag
Dbl
Ui pected

Based on tk informdion
availableto me,it is notclea
whetheBillbergia foseriana
(possibly just a form of
Billbergia saudersii) and
Bromela fosteriana are
worth trying to gow in the
Miami ar@. h anycase |
don’'t know any plants in
cultivation.

Despte thenumbe of plants
tha areunsutablefor growth
around Miami (and these
coud well be growing in
other areas of the country), it
is clearthat a numbeof these livinglegages
will be inour collectionsand kee the name of
Fosterin our thoudts,for along time to come

What's in Bloom - Jun 2010
by Alan Herndon

Plants have spondeddthe comingpf summer
with theusud flurry of growth andbloom. Note
espea@lly the number o¥rieseaspecie that are
now in bloom.

SpeiesAedhimeasubgenusPlatyae©imeanea
relaives toAechmea chantinii) are cominginto
bloomin numbers now. SpedefAedimea



subgenus Ortgiesii, in contrast a& neaing the
end of the primaryblooming peiod. Also on
thewayout arehe diffeeent dones ofAedimea
nudicadis. Incomingmonths, we caexpect
to see manynore speies ofNidulariumon the
list.

SomehowAedimea disjunct@éormerly known
asHohenbergia disjuncta) wasincludedin last
monh’s list s Aedimea distansThe latterof
course is an entirely unwarantel (and
unintended) eassigment of Hohenbergia
distansto the genus Aedimea

Aedmea(alopecurusangustifolia, bracteata,
calyculata ‘Alaya’, chantinii,
cylindrata, dichlamydia dchlamydia,
disjuncta (formerly Hohenbergia
diguncta), fasdata, germinyanalLittle
Harv, luddemanniana milsteiniana
miniata, mollis, mulfordii (red leaf
form, also known as ‘Malvo’)
nudicauis (some diffeent doneg,
racinag retusa seaddlii, tessmanni,
tillan dsioides wittmackana)

Ananas nanus

Billbergia (lymanii angugifolia)

Canistropss (burchéllii, microps simulans)

Canistum (sadélii, triangulare)

Cryptanthus (ddicatus, warasi)

Guzmaniglingulata, wittmackii)

Hohenbegia (correia-araujoi, edmudoi,

lanata, leopoldo-horstii, pennae
stdlata, undulatifolia)

Lymania alvimii

Neoregédia (amandae ampullacea

angusifolia, Annick, bahiang Bossa
Nova,burle-marxii ssp.burle-marxii,
burle-marxii ssp. meeanum
camorimianacarcharodon carolinae
(sewra clones), chlorosticta,
compacta, correia-araujoi, johannis
‘Fairchild’, kerryi, laevis maculata,
liliputiana, macwilliamsii,
macrosepaa, magdalenamamorata,
nivea, olens (“fluminensis”),olenscv.
‘Marie’, oligantha rubrowttata,
sanguineum samentosa, Sheba,
tristis)

Nidularium (innocentii, kautskyanum,

krisgreeniaglongiflorum mesanum, rutilans)

Orthophytum (disjunctum duartei,
fosterianum grossiorum, harleyi,
lemei Ilymaniang magalhaesii,
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maracasense, rubiginosun)
Pitcairnia (domingensis recurvata, undulata)
Portea(peropditana var. extensa)
Quesnka (edmundoi, testudg
Tillandsia (bailleyi proliferata,
copanensis, correallii,
pueblends, stricta)
Vriesea (brusquensis declinata, endformis,
flammea incurvata, inflata, Mariae

concolor,
ionantha,

muelleri, pardalina, poenulata,
procera, schwackeana, scalaris,
simpley

Mur der in Corbin A

Pat 3

© Robert Megr

Speakingto Paul, while egs wee focused on
the Florda drivefs licenseprovided bythe
night wachman, the smhblstature of the
detet¢ive was not of anyelaive importance
He was the partyn chage, and he ha wished
for controlof the discussion with the cool gee
utteranes emaating from his cigasstained
voice.

“If youdo not know her wil, who do pu think
does know her well?”

Knowingthatthe nembeshipof the BSSF was
full of persons he knewy namehewas unsure
who in the societgould atuallybe desdbed &
somene to whom the question would kea
their name  “I can’t tdl you of anyone in
particular?”

As this discussion of unknowns and lack of
responsegrew from someknowledge of the
decased to growinglack ofknowledge about
the deceasbonalmostanylevel, a knok on the
door was made by the firm and gpparently
nervefree knu&les of a subordinateBoss, |
have somihing to show gu.”

Wait right hee.” the two men of ponounced
different heights stated in unison to Paul. And
thenthe leal detetive waddled to Corbin A,
looked at the she, lifted itwithout straining too
hard ad verylittl e bending othe waist or kne,
and the subordinate pointed to the rame badge
of the deeased. Henamewas ‘IreneStandish.’
And, then the subordinatpointed to her
forearm, where numerous smdl cuts datted it
from wrist to elbow. Snilar marks on the othe



elbow. Scabsappaentlyformed on top othe
smallest adstrangly setting aits, all of which
brought rise to the othense furive brow of
the Boss.“What arethese mas? he asked of
the chiefemegencymedical tebnician.

“No oneknows. But, lamsure theanswes
will be delivera everso soon byathdogy.”
And, atthattime, each thought the same thing,
hurry up with the evidentiary gatheing
procalure, fnish the fotographs, end laof
the locations’ ma&ings, sad thebody to the
morgue, have it reviewed by the forensic
members ofthe depatment, prayfor a clue
hidden in the demasé’'s fingernals or
elsewhee of the culpit's DNA, and the
proceed to the hame of the DNA-defenseless
felon — forthe softspokerdeliveryof Miranda
rights accompanied by firm and intentiondly
agyressive affing of the DNA-chosen one.

While pensivly going thiough the possibilies
of those bzarre marking,the detetive noticed
sonething dse — lyng bdow the woman wa
plant maerial. It was brown in color on mos
levels, semated at the edgeand about 4 inclse
in lengh. It was thick andlét, havingbeen
pressd for haurs benath the deeasd’s
weight, but was stll strong and almost otdly
resilient to human fore It was almost natute
perfect shak. Had, sharp ad serated, it was
capable of slicing, although with rough result,
fleshor sdter meat. A plastic bagwas quickly
summoned,delivered, opened Wth rubber
glove,wherupontheobject wa picked up by
anothe set of latex gloves, gently dropped into
theplasticbag closedandsealel, and maked
by a shapie wroteon the white siding gving
information ofplace date ad time the object
was reérieved adplaced into itsbagyie. “Give
this to he cooner tog@therwith the body’

A subordinate’'s nod andretrieval of thebaggie
from his superios smallhand affirmed the
demand wa undestood, and the diminutive
detective waked back to the other sructure to
seef he could obtain mormformation than a
personalack of knowedge from Paul. Ater
all, until a suspect was retrieved, the case
would be ationless,he wouldbe incgable of
makinganyone squirm oren mildly sufer.
He wanted to get same of his sufering quota
out for the dg. It would lower his blood
pressure make him happierand eva rela
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him to a cetain degee As he re-steral the
room, he said to Paul,”Sdorgot whatwe wee
talking @out. Whydon’twe just start fom the
top.”

Get on (the) Baard

Som, there will be a gatheringof the romination
conmittee asto next \ear's Board and other
officers. Shaw interest,andget your nane onthe
slate.

& Bromeliads
ol in the

iy Easy

The World Conferenceis Coming

X

WHAT: 19" World Corference

WHEN: July 26, 2010- August 1 2010

WHERE: New Orlears

Astor Crowne Plaza Hotel, 39 Caml &. in
downtown New Orleans. The Astor Crown Paza
Hotd is conveniently locatal at the caner d
Bourbon & Camal Streds

WHY:: This is history, and maybe arty too

INFO:

http://www.gnobromeliads.com/GNOBS WBC20
10.htm

Volunteer for Raffle Table

Contact MikeMichdski to bethe party whodelivers
the pgants fa theraffle. Why? Tworeasons-helps
you cleanout the yard,andyou get tokeepa pie®
of thepie. If youwish, youcandonde yourportion
to theBSSF

Want to Write an Article

Write about anything thattickles your fancy. This
is nat a sgentific journal, although Alan Hemdon's
piecesarewell worthy of publicdion in thesane.
Articles over theyears fave included humor ard
more. The canmon denaninator hasalways been
onesimple item bromneliads.Give it awhirl.


http://www.gnobromeliads.com/GNOBS_WBC2010.htm
http://www.gnobromeliads.com/GNOBS_WBC2010.htm
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