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Stop and Smell the Bromeliads

May 17, 2022   MEETING 7:30 PM 
                    GARDEN HOUSE 
SPEAKER:  Dr. Karl Green,  Everything you 
Always Wanted to Know About Mounting Tillandsias
Food Donations Appreciated - Win the prize
Unlimited Member Plant Sales and Silent Auction
Raffle Table:  Alex Bello

http://www.facebook.com/groups/BromeliadSSF/?bookmark_t=group

http://www.facebook.com/pages/Bromeliad-Societ y-of-South-Florida/84661684279

FCBS Newsletter

Facebook- Public 
Bromeliad Society of South Florida

Facebook - Members
Bromeliad Society of South Florida

  COURTESY AT MEETINGS
We know you want to catch up with friends
and socialize at meetings but we also have
business to conduct and announcements
that need to be heard.
Please turn off your phones or put them on vibrate.
Please listen to the announcements anddo not talk over the speakers.
Your cooperation is much appreciated by
the people who work so hard to plan our 
programs.
^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^

     MAY MEETING
                We will be having
another interactive meeting in May.  Dr.
Karl Greene, a past president and extreme-
ly knowledgable collector, will speak on
“Everything You Always Wanted to Know
About Mounting Tillandsias.”  BSSF will
be providing plants and materials for
everyone in attendance to take home.
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President’s Message

Presidents Message

I hope all enjoyed Mother’s Day!  

I want to thank everyone who helped with our fund raiser at the YMCA.   It’s not just about raising 
money for our expenses but those who participated enjoyed the fellowship with each other and the com-
munity outreach.  It’s good to get our society out there in front of the Public.  We also had a fun field 
trip to Mounts Botanical Garden for those who attended.   We plan to do more outings like this in the 

future and give back to our members.  We have a great interactive meeting coming up Tuesday so 
don’t miss it. Many exciting things are planned in the future so please keep inviting your friends 

and famy

Tina Severson
ABOUT THE SPEAKER

Dr. Karl Green lived on a 
dairy farm in New Jersey until 
he was 5 years old. The fam-
ily moved to Brooklyn, N.Y. 
where he grew up and re-
ceived his education through 
medical school. After his 
residency he joined the U.S. 
Air Force where he served as 
an orthopedic surgeon. He 
was stationed for a while at 
Homestead Air Force Base. 
After leaving the Air Force he 
settled in Miami and prac-
ticed orthopedic surgery until 
his retirement in 2000. 

He became interested 
in bromeliads in 1995 when 
his wife, Kris, purchased an 
Orthophytum gurkenii and 

an Aechmea purpureoro-
sea, plants of which he still 
has specimens.  He joined 

BSSF shortly thereafter and 
became very active in the 

club, serving three terms as 
president. After he was intro-
duced to Elton Leme, a Bra-
zilian judge and renowned 

bromeliad collector, he trav-
eled to Brazil, and they went 
on collecting trips in 1999, 
2000, and 2006. On one of 

the trips to Brazil he met Luis 
Nevares Felipe and brought 
back 200 different species 
of bromeliads in a single 

suitcase. Through Sr. Felipe, 
Dr. Green was introduced to 
Roberto Menescal who gen-
erously shared many plants 
from his private collection.  
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It’s absolutely a fact 
that the bromeliad bug bit 
Dr. Green. Over the years he 
had the good fortune to have 
developed great friendships 
with Wally Berg (a Floridi-
an), John Anderson (a Texan) 
and Harry Luther (Saraso-
ta-Selby Gardens, director of 
the Bromeliad Identification 
center, speaker for BSSF in 
years gone by). Descendants 
of many of the plants these 
men and others have shared 
with Dr. Green are in his cur-
rent collection. 

One of the great plea-
sures of his experiences with 
bromeliads is having been 
able to share his own plants 
with collectors and growers 
through the years. For the 
past 27 years or so, Dr. Green 
has leased space and main-
tained a species collection at 
the Bullis Bromeliad Nursery 
in Homestead, FL that at one 
time has had over one thou-
sand different bromeliad spe-
cies. He states, “I am forever 
grateful to them for allowing 
me to keep my bromeliad 
collection there.” “I have 

 been blessed. I have tried 
to show my appreciation for 

those who so generously 
gave their time and treasures 

to me by passing them on 
to others.”Fun Facts: Some of the 

bromeliads named for Dr. Green’s 
friends: Guz. bergii, Ae. andersonii, 

Ae.andersoniana, new Genus Lu-
theria, Vr. lutheriana,, Vr. lutheri, Vr. 
eltoniana, new Genus Lemeltonia, 

Neo.nevaresii, Neo. menescalii, Neo. 
kautskii 

___

 VOLUNTEERS NEEDED

    FOR RAFFLE TABLE   We are in need of volunteers to supply our 
Raffle Table.  Cut some pups from 8-10 of 
of your plants and bring them to the meeting.
If you are uncomfortable with public speaking
someone else can talk about the plants if they 
are labelled.  You receive 80% of total sales.
Contact Alex Bello 239-223-6155 or 
Bellotropicals@yahoo.com
_____________________________________

WORLD           CONFERENCE
The World Conference is almost here.
The BSI is looking for volunteers for
almost everything.  Take your pick.
The volunteer sign up form is
attached at the end of the newsletter.
The link is BSI World Conference 
2022 in Sarasota, Florida.  If you
would like to enter a plant, please
contact our FCBS rep, Mike
Michalski, for the proper forms.
Any problems, please contact Patty
Gonzalez.
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DEAR DR. BROM
Dear Dr. Brom,
Why should I attend the World
Conference when there are plenty of
bromeliad sellers right here in 
Miami? 
     You never know until you go
but it is wonderful to see how many
people the world over love bromel-
iads.  The speakers would be the 
number one reason.  The speakers
come from all over the world.  These
are people who have had plants and
even genera named after them.  
      Graeme Barclay is a hybridizer
and past president of the Bromeliad
Society of New Zealand who has a
3 level greenhouse.
      Eric Gouda is a professor in the
department of biology at the Uni-
versity of Utrecht in the Netherlands.
He is curator of the Utrecht Univer-
sity Botanic Garden.  He is a prolific
author and is currently working on
the Encyclopedia of Bromeliads.  The
new genera, Goudaea, is named in 
his honor.
      The next reason would be the
plants.  Plants from everywhere.  The
World Conference is where new
species and hybrids are introduced. 
So if you want the newest, hottest
plants this is where you will find
them.   The plant sale is enormous     
and the auction is very special.  There
are two behind the scenes tours of
nurseries we have all heard of, Tropi-
flora and Michael’s Bromeliads.  A                                               

behind the scenes tour of Marie Selby
Botanic Gardens is also offered.  And
the judged plant show is spectacular.
      But the conference is expensive.
Registration until May 25 is $335.  So
how can you enjoy some of the high-
lights on a budget?  
      The show and sale is open to the
public on Friday, June 10 and
Saturday, June 11.  That means no
registration fee if you go on those
two days.  You can also attend the
auction Friday evening.
     You cannot hear the speakers, 
attend the banquet or go on the
behind the scenes tours.
       But both the nurseries and Marie
Selby Gardens are open to the public.
      You could plan a day trip, visit the
show and sale and one nursery and
return home.
      Or you could spend the night at a
less expensive hotel maybe on the
outskirts of Sarasota.  That way you
could visit the show and sale and the
auction on Friday, and visit the 2
nurseries and Marie Selby Gardens
on Saturday.  
      Either way you are guaranteed a
wonderful time filled with beautiful
plants.
      Registrtaion information as well
as the schedule are attached at the
end of the Bromeliadvisory.
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FIELD TRIP
Our field trip to Mounts Botanical
Garden on April 23 was a rousing
success.  There were plenty of vendors
including Bromeliad Society of
Broward County and the Palm Beach
county society also.  The Mounts 
nursery was open for sales  as 
was their thrift shop.  We all blew 
our budgets but left happy.  One of 
the most interesting aspects of the
sale was the exhibit of Lego sculp-
tures throughout the garden.  That
exhibit has just opened at Fairchild.
We then had a great lunch at the old
fashioned diner Gun Club Cafe.  The
day was topped off with a visit to
Living Colors nursery filled with 
pots, sculptures and plants.  This trip
could be repeated next year.

PLANT SALE AT YMCA
Weather was the star at our plant sale
at the YMCA on April 30.  Torrential
rains throughout the night and all
morning hampered sales which
picked up in the afternoon.  The sale
will be continued this Saturday, May
7, 9 am to 1 pm, at the corner of 
SW 136 St. and 97 Avenue.  This is a
popular spot for sales according to 
our president, Tina Severson, who
will run the sale.  Call her if you
would like to help.  Any leftover
plants will be available for sale at our
May meeting.
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BEWARE OF EMAILS
If you receive an email purportedly
from the BSSF president or another 

 officer asking you to purchase gift
cards for some event or charity we
support, please ignore.  We, along
with several other plant societies,
have a longstanding problem with
a cybercrook hijacking officer
emails.  We will never ask you to buy
gift cards.
_____________________________
  FROM LAST MONTH’S
            MEETING
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UPCOMING
          EVENTS
BSSF Annual Show - New Dates
     Coming

BSI World Conference 
June 8-11, 2022
Hyatt Regency, Sarasota

Southwest Bromeliad Guild Show
      and Sale
May 13, 14, 15, 2022
DoubleTree Hilton
Kenner, Louisiana (New Orleans)

May 13-15 - Tamiami Int’l Orchid
Festival, Miami-Dade County Fair
Expo Center

Fairchild Tropical Botanic Garden
     May 7 & 8,   Spring Plant Sale,
     10-5pm
     4/30-8/28, Nature Comnects
     Lego Sculptures

Fruit and Spice Park
     6/25, Summer Fruit Festival,
     10-5pm

May 7-8, Broward County Plant
Affair, Volunteer Park, Plantation
************************************
In Case You Missed It and
What’s Blooming will return next
month.
************************************

SILENT AUCTION
AND MEMBER
PLANT SALE RULES
When we have a speaker bringing
plants, we will only allow 4 plants for
silent auction in order to give our
speakers who travel here and pack up
their plants a fair chance to sell their
plants.  If you would like to sell a
plant at the silent auction you will 
need to contact Rene Izquierdo
(rcizquierdo@bellsouth.net) or
305 282 9333 and he will let you
know if there is an opening for your
plants.  You will be paid 80% of the
sale price and BSSF will receive 20%.

We will likewise defer to our speakers
for member plant sales when we have
a speaker bringing plants.  You will
again be paid 80% of the sales price.
To participate in member plant sales,
please contact Alex Bello (bellotrop-
icals@yahoo.com) or 239 223 6155 to
schedule your sale so that we are not
overrun with plants.

We appreciate your cooperation so
that there will be no hard feelings if
members bring plants and are
turned away because we have a 
speaker who brought plants to sell.

SILENT AUCTION: Rene Izquierdo
(rcizquierdo@bellsouth.net)
305 282 9333

MEMBER PLANT SALES:
Alex Bello (bellotropicals @
yahoo.com) 
239 223 6155
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World Bromeliad Conference 
June 8-11, 2022 

Hyatt Regency Sarasota 
World Bromeliad Conference 2022 
Join Bromeliad lovers from around the world at the 
Bromeliad Society International’s 24th World Bromeliad 
Conference which will be held in Sarasota for the first time! 

Attendees will have the opportunity to go behind the scenes 
at Marie Selby Botanical Gardens (with its collection of 
over 1300 Bromeliad species) and Michael’s Bromeliads 
and Tropiflora with their collector-grade Bromeliads. 

Mix and mingle with attendees from all over the world at the 
Hyatt Regency Sarasota with its beautiful waterfront setting 
and nearby fine dining, beaches, shopping, museums, and 
other sightseeing opportunities.  

Join us for THE BIG SHOW at World Bromeliad 
Conference 2022 with this amazing opportunity to learn, 
grow and explore! 

 

 
 

Invited Speakers: 
  Elton Leme – Brazil 
  Eric Gouda – Netherlands 
  Ivon Ramirez – Mexico 
  Julián Aguirre-Santoro – Colombia 
  Graeme Barclay – New Zealand 
  Bruce Holst – Florida 
  Cristy Brenner – California 
  Jerry Raack – Ohio 
   
 

──── 
 
 

Events: 
  Conference Opening/Reception 
  Judged Plant Show 
  A Huge Plant Sale 
  Optional Bus Tours 
      Behind-the-Scenes visits to: 
      Michael’s Bromeliads 
      Tropiflora 
  Home Garden Visits 
  Guided Behind-the-Scenes Tour 
      Marie Selby Botanical Gardens 
  Banquet with Keynote Speaker 
  Rare Plant Auction 

 
──── 

 
 

 www.BSI.org 
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BBSSII  MMEEMMBBEERRSSHHIIPP  UUSSAA  RRaatteess//WWBBCC  22002222  
Bromeliad Society International 

 
Visit bsi.org to fill out form online (Note:  Members with addresses outside the USA must register online) 

1.  MEMBERSHIP INFORMATION 
  First-Time Member       Existing Member      Member Number (If available)     

  Do not include my contact information in directory 

MEMBER 1 
 (If checked we will only include name and city) 

Name   Phone   Email  

Address Line 1         

Address Line 2          

City   State    Zip Code    

MEMBER 2  For dual membership only 

Name   Phone   Email    

2.  SPECIAL MEMBERSHIP RATES for One Year (Existing Members Pay Registration Fee plus Options only) 
First-Time Membership USA Rate 

(Circle One Rate) 
 WBC 2022 Registration 

(Banquet included for each registrant) 
(Circle One Fee) 

 Additional 
Conference 

Options 

 
Enter 

Amount 

Journal 
Single 
Rate 

Dual 
Rate 

 
Payment Date 

 
Fee 

 Extra Banquet for a Guest, 
6/11/22, $100/person 

 

Electronic Only $15 $25   Paid by December 31, 2021 
  (one registration) 

$315  Optional Bus Tour to Michael’s 
Bromeliads, 6/8/22, $30/person 

 

Printed Journal: 
  Paid from Jan. 1st to 
  May 25th (one registration) 

$335  Optional Bus Tour to Tropiflora, 
6/9/22, $30/person 

 

  US Bulk $35 $45   Paid after May 25th $395  All Bus Tours are in the morning  
  US First-Class $40 $50 Two Registrants (add circled rate)   Total of Selected Options:       

                      Total of Circled Rate & Registration Fee(s) & Options (if any): _______ 

3.  SELECT PAYMENT 
 CHECKS (payable to Bromeliad Society International) 
 CREDIT CARD (or pay online at www.bsi.org) 

 

 
USA residents only may return this form with payment to: 
Bromeliad Society International 
Attn:  Membership Secretary 
2515 County Road 369 
Cullman, AL  35057 
 

WWoorrlldd  BBrroommeelliiaadd  CCoonnffeerreennccee,,  JJuunnee  88--1111,,  22002222,,  HHyyaatttt  RReeggeennccyy  SSaarraassoottaa  

    Name as it appears on the card 

 

Expiration Date   00/0000  /   
Month Year 

   

 Visa MasterCard Credit or Debit Card: 

Billing address and mailing address are the same (if checked don’t fill out billing address) 
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