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Stop and Smell the Bromeliads

April 19, 2022   MEETING 7:30 PM 
                    GARDEN HOUSE 
SPEAKER:  Dr. Jeffrey Block, An Evening with
                     Jeffrey Block
Food Donations Appreciated - Win the prize
Unlimited Member Plant Sales and Silent Auction
Raffle Table:  Alex Bello

http://www.facebook.com/groups/BromeliadSSF/?bookmark_t=group

http://www.facebook.com/pages/Bromeliad-Societ y-of-South-Florida/84661684279

FCBS Newsletter

Facebook- Public 
Bromeliad Society of South Florida

Facebook - Members
Bromeliad Society of South Florida

  COURTESY AT MEETINGS
We know you want to catch up with friends
and socialize at meetings but we also have
business to conduct and announcements
that need to be heard.
Please turn off your phones or put them on vibrate.
Please listen to the announcements anddo not talk over the speakers.
Your cooperation is much appreciated by
the people who work so hard to plan our 
programs.
^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^

   SEE INSIDE FOR INFO ON
          FIELD  TRIP AND
     MOTHER’S DAY PLANT
                     SALE
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President’s Message

 ABOUT THE SPEAKER
Dr. Jeff Block is a long-standing member of our 
society and former President from 1988 when 
we hosted the 8th Bromeliad World Conference 
aptly named: “Miami Magic”. He’ll lead an engag-
ing conversation involving the health and well-
ness benefits derived from caring for plants; and 
discuss how and why gardeners should strive to 
get better outcomes “practicing the art & science 
of nurturing nature”.

Florida is an international gateway destination 
for the world’s plant enthusiasts.

This April meeting’s discussion topics may in-
clude, but are not limited to:

•	 Bromeliads and pineapples in European 
history;

•	 How to grow South Pacific plants in 
South Florida;

•	 South American deforestation’s impact 
on medicine development.

His residence, Block Botanical Gardens is a South 
Florida garden gem and Institutional Member of 
the American Public Gardens Association.  The 
homesite is situated within an ancient oak ham-
mock planted with mango and avocado trees 
over a century ago.  The gardens’ mission is to 

sustain ornamental tropical plant specimens of 
extraordinarily high horticultural merit that com-
pare favorably among the finest seen anywhere 
in the World.

Dr. Block achieved his bachelor’s degree in 
chemistry/psychology (Emory ‘78) and Medical 
Doctorate (Miami ‘82).  He is a Board-Certified 
Anesthesiologist; Fellowship trained in Pain Man-
agement & Addiction Medicine, and a nationally 
respected authority in both healthcare and natu-
ral earth sciences. He is the Founder of Nurturing 
Nature Group Consultants; providing professional 
services that integrate healthcare’s medical with 
agricultural sciences that benefit public health.

We have some great speakers lined up for future meetings so I hope you invite 
your family and friends to attend.  Our goal is to try and make things fun for
everyone and educatioal at the same time.  Please don’t forget to bring donations
to our meeting or drop off at Maureen Adelman’s house for our Spring Sale, April 
30 at the YMCA.  We need plants and baskets.  Also reminding everyone our field
trip will be coming up April 23.  Please see details in this Advisory.  Our society
will be paying for lunch for our members.  If you have any questions or want to
show off an incredible bromeliad, please bring it to our meeting for show and tell.
We love to see!  Please feel free to call me with any ideas you have.  Your input is
always welcome as we try to change things up a bit to keep things exciting.

                                                         Tina Severson
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BEWARE OF EMAILS
If you receive an email purportedly from the 
BSSF President or another officer asking you to 
purchase gift cards for some event or charity we 
support, please ignore.  We have a longstand-
ing problem with a cybercrook hijacking officer 
emails.  We will never ask you to buy gift cards

FIELD TRIP
Saturday, April 23, 8 am

Meet at NE corner of The Falls at the
Salvation Army truck to carpool.

Mounts Botanical Garden, 531 N. 
Military Trail, West Palm Beach.  We 
plan to arrive about 9:30.

Lunch at 12:30, Gun Club Cafe, 4631
Gun Club Road, West Palm Beach,
minutes from Mounts.

Living Colors Nursery, 3651 Griffin Rd.
Hollywood.

Please bring your Fairchild member-
ship card and a credit card for admis-
sion. 

MOTHER’S DAY
            PLANT SALE
Grab a gift for your mother or your-
self at our pre Mother’s Day plant 
sale at the South Dade YMCA, Satur-
day, April 30, 8 am to 2 pm.  We are 
sprucing up plants in painted pots
and baskets for the perfect gift.  We
could use some plant and basket do-
nations.  If you can donate, contact
Maureen Adelman, mhadelman@
comcast.net or 305 255 3895.

VOLUNTEERS NEEDED
FOR RAFFLE TABLE
We are in need of volunteers to supply our 
Raffle Table.  Cut some pups from 8-10 of 
of your plants and bring them to the meeting.
If you are uncomfortable with public speaking
someone else can talk about the plants if they 
are labelled.  You receive 80% of total sales.
Contact Alex Bello 239-223-6155 or 
Bellotropicals@yahoo.com

MAY MEETING
We will be having another inter-
active meeting in May.  Dr. Karl
Green, a past president and extreme-
ly knowledgeable collector,  will
speak on “Everything You Always
Wanted to Know About Mounting
Tillandsias”.  BSSF will be providing
plants and materials for everyone in 
attendance to take home.

WORLD           CONFERENCE
The World Conference is almost here.
The BSI is looking for volunteers for
almost everything.  Take your pick.
The volunteer sign up form is
attached at the end of the newsletter.
The link is BSI World Conference 
2022 in Sarasota, Florida.  If you
would like to enter a plant, please
contact our FCBS rep, Mike
Michalski, for the proper forms.
Any problems, please contact Patty
Gonzalez.

NEW DATABASE
BSI has a new datdabase, the Bro-
meliad Species Database, species
only.  Give it a try through the BSI
website.
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DEAR DR. BROM
Dear Dr. Brom,
How can I find out the name of my
bromeliad?

There are lots of resources out there to help you 
id your bromeliad.  You could start by asking an 
expert but you will remember the plant name 
better if you do your own sleuthing.  A good 
starting point is to go to bromeliad nursery 
websites.  The sites list names and photos of the 
more common bromeliads.  Some good nursery 
websites are:

1.  Tropiflora.com – especially for tillandsia   

2.  Michael’s Bromeliads.com

3.  Bromeliad World.com

4.  Bromeliad Paradise.com

5.  Grants-farm.com

If you can’t find it there you will need to go to 
some very good databases.  But in order to use 
them properly you will need to know at least 
the genus of the bromeliad.  Is it an aechmea, 
billbergia, tillandsia, etc?  To help you I have 
included 2 flow charts on page _   to help you.    
The charts help you by narrowing down the 2 
ways to ID a bromeliad – the leaf and the flower. 

Databases:

 The BSI Bromeliad Species Database.  Access 
this from the BSI website.  This database is for 
species only.  There are no hybrids.  Click on the 
genus and then the various species and photos 
appear.  Like many databases, there are no pho-
tos for some listings.  You can scroll through the 
listings until you find your plant.  Some genera 
have only a few species such as Edmundoa (3), 
Ananas (3), and Goudaea  (2), other genera have 
many species such as Aechmea (243), Dyckia 
(178), and Guzmania (214).  These will take  lon-
ger to scroll through but you will be familiarizing 
yourself with a lot of plants in the process.      

 The BSI Bromeliad Cultivar Registry.   Access 
from the BSI website.  The name is misleading.  
A cultivar is a variation of a species that occurs 
naturally and is then cultivated for that trait, 
such as a green plant that produces a variegated 
pup that is then cultivated.  The cultivar registry 
also contains the many hybrids, which are mixes 

 of two different plants using the seed from one 
and the pollen from another.  Click on the gen-
era and the cultivars appear, including photos 
and an explanation of the origin of the plant.  
Because there are so many hybrids, the lists are 
quite long.  Billergia has 1298 entries, Aechmea 
880.    A few genera have fewer cultivars such as 
ananas (45) and canistrum (13).    Give yourself 
plenty of time and try to enjoy the process.

 Florapix, www.florapix.nl/tropical.  This is the 
gallery from Utrecht University Botanic Gardens 
in the Netherlands.  It shows flowers and plants.  
If you know what the flower looks like you can 
match it to the photos.  But you still need to 
know the genus unless you want to go through 
all the genera until you find what you are look-
ing for.       

Florida Council of Bromeliad Societies, FCBS.org.  
has 4 databases:  The Photo Index Database for 
everything except Neoregelias including bige-
nerics and cultivars;  the Neoregelia Photo Index 
Database (4289 listings); the Natural Hybrid Da-
tabase (152 entries); and the Species Database 
(4634 entries).   If you go to the main menu for 
each database and click “List All” you can scroll 
through picture after picture.    I have done this 
and discovered names of plants I wasn’t even 
looking for.

Other resources:

Books – BSSF still has a library of books which 
are very helpful.  But be advised, the names in 
the books will be dated  and may have changed 
due to recent DNA research.    

Encyclopedia of Bromeliads is online.  The cost 
to utilize is 10 euros.  I paid and still could not 
get on but will continue to try.

Go to shows and nurseries and look at tags.  I 
was at a show in Broward County  when I stum-
bled upon a Dyckia hybrid I had at home with 
no tag.     

Plant Snap and other plant ID apps.  Are gen-
erally unreliable but may give you the genus, 
almost never the species.     

Whether you are looking for a particu-
lar plant or just browsing, these resourc-
es can give you hours of viewing pleasure.                                                                                                                          
Sources:  BiologyDictionary.com; BSI website;        
www.Bromeliads.info; FCBS.org; Hunker.com
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In Case You Missed It
           By Leonard Goldstein

The topic of our March general 
meeting was creativity––specifically 
the ins and outs of devising artistic 
arrangements. And three of our most 
experienced and successful plant 
artists shared their views on what is 
probably the most challenging ––and 
often mysterious––category of com-
petition in our shows. 

THE INSTRUCTORS

First up was Barbara Partagas, 
a transplanted Midwesterner who saw 
the light as a college student and re-
located to Miami. Once bitten by the 
bromeliad bug, she started submitting 
entries to the competition at our an-
nual shows. Barbara has been a prize-
winner several times over and, in fact, 
took home the sweepstakes award on 
one occasion. Her yard is a wonder-
land of well-grown bromeliads. She 
addressed meeting attendees about the 
subject of decorative containers, dis-
pensing valuable tips about the likes 
and dislikes of show judges.

Following Barbara was the one-
two punch of Sandy Roth and Chieng 
Manlee, who teamed to speak about 
and demonstrate methods and materi-
als for creating artistic arrangements 
of bromeliads on driftwood. Sandy 
is a rare Miami native who has spent 
the past few decades turning her yard 

 into a harmonious combination of 
colors and textures. In her years as a 

BSSF member, she has entered a slew 
of imaginative designs in the artistic 

arrangement category.

Chieng, on the other hand, 
took a much more circuitous route to 
Miami. Born in Canton, China, and 
raised in Peru, he came to this com-
munity to pursue a master’s degree in 
mathematics and physics at the Uni-
versity of Miami. A disciple of Ikeba-
na master Naito Nishikawa, Chieng 
has taken advanced classes in Kyoto, 
Japan, in Ikebana, as well as Zen and 
Japanese gardens. In combining the 
worlds of Ikebana and bromeliads, 
his guiding principle has been, “The 
simpler the better.”

THE STUDENTS

The presentation was interac-
tive, so members who wished to try 
their hand at design with bromeliads 
brought small plants, glue, and drift-
wood. At the same time, Sandy and 
Chieng worked on their own cre-
ations. In this regard, a picture is truly 
worth a thousand words, so enjoy the 
sights of our March meeting program.
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UPCOMING
          EVENTS

BSSF FIELD TRIP:
Mounts Botanical Garden, Lunch &
Living Colors Nursery, Hollywood
April 23, 2022, 8 am

BSSF Annual Show - New Dates
     Coming

BSSF Mother’s Day Plant Sale,
April 30, South Dade YMCA,
9355 SW 134 St., 8 am-2 pm

BSI World Conference 
June 8-11, 2022
Hyatt Regency, Sarasota

Southwest Bromeliad Guild Show
      and Sale
May 13, 14, 15, 2022
DoubleTree Hilton
Kenner, Louisiana (New Orleans)

May 13-15 - Tamiami Int’l Orchid
Festival, Miami-Dade County Fair
Expo Center

April 16-17 - 40th Int’l Orchid &
Bromeliad Show, Flamingo Gardens,
3750  S.Flamingo Rd., Davie

May 7-8, Broward County Plant
Affair, Volunteer Park, Plantation

SILENT AUCTION
AND MEMBER
PLANT SALE RULES
When we have a speaker bringing
plants, we will only allow 4 plants for
silent auction in order to give our
speakers who travel here and pack up
their plants a fair chance to sell their
plants.  If you would like to sell a
plant at the silent auction you will 
need to contact Rene Izquierdo
(rcizquierdo@bellsouth.net) or
305 282 9333 and he will let you
know if there is an opening for your
plants.  You will be paid 80% of the
sale price and BSSF will receive 20%.

We will likewise defer to our speakers
for member plant sales when we have
a speaker bringing plants.  You will
again be paid 80% of the sales price.
To participate in member plant sales,
please contact Alex Bello (bellotrop-
icals@yahoo.com) or 239 223 6155 to
schedule your sale so that we are not
overrun with plants.

We appreciate your cooperation so
that there will be no hard feelings if
members bring plants and are
turned away because we have a 
speaker who brought plants to sell.

SILENT AUCTION: Rene Izquierdo
(rcizquierdo@bellsouth.net)
305 282 9333

MEMBER PLANT SALES:
Alex Bello (bellotropicals @
yahoo.com) 
239 223 6155
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